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thus to persist

In doing wrong extenuates not wrong.
But makes it much more heavy.

There is no resisting the reasonableness of Hector's analysis.
He has done all he could to persuade his people into reason.
But even as he concludes his unanswerable plea for justice and
for right, he enlists himself on the other side:

Yet ne'ertheless,

My spritely brethren, I propend to you
In resolution to keep Helen still.

Dramatically the situation is a mere confusion in that the play
presents no psychological clue to this-sudden and complete
change of front. We are thrown back on speculation. Does
Hector decline from a wider to a narrower vision, and, for the
voice of humanity's need, substitute that of personal oppor-
tunity? Is it a rejection of the common good, to secure as
much as he can of his family's joint and several dignities? Is it
that he perceives that the nicely calculated less or more is a
mean intrusion where the theme is one of honour and re-
nown? Is it that the rich advantage of a promised personal
glory drives him into obliviousness of the wide world's
revenue? Who knows? Who can hope to know from this
play? It is a problem-play; it presents the problem. It does not
provide the answer.

Yet the hint of a way to an answer emerges from the play.
Is not demonstrable reason, because by its nature it is demon-
strable, too liable to be over-estimated? Is there not a sort of
irrational reason in instinct? Are not the obligations of our
blood sanctions as valid as the findings of our conscious de-
liberations? In the last resort, is not the acquired experience of
mankind somehow incorporated in his instincts even as cer-
tainly as in the momentary decision of his conscious judg-
ments? Again, another problem. But the mere statement of it
implies a willingness to allot a large validity to instinct as